
ALASKA INLAND

AREA COMMITTEE

September 21, 2021



OSCs & 
Planners

FOSC, EPA: Ms. Torri Huelskoetter

FOSC, EPA: Mr. Bob Whittier

SOSC, ADEC Central Region: Ms. Anna Carey

SOSC, ADEC Southeast Region: Mr. Curtis Keisel

SOSC, ADEC Northern Region: Dr. Kimberly Maher

Planner (Acting), ADEC: Ms. Allison Natcher

Planner, EPA: Ms. Mary Goolie

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS



AGENDA

• In situ Burning Checklist Work Group

• Geographic Response Strategies presentation from 

Cook Inlet Regional Citizens’ Advisory Committee

• Discussion on Next Meeting of the Logistics Working 

Group



IN  S ITU  BURNING CHECKLIST

WORK GROUP

• Work initiated by EPA in 2020

• Initial work group meeting, July 7, 2021

• Comments received on early concept draft, August 

2021

• EPA & Contractor working to revise checklist 



IN  S ITU  BURNING CHECKLIST

Concept  &  S t ruc tu re

INLAND -FOCUSED

• ISB Dealbreaker Checklist

• ISB Plan Review Checklist

• ISB References (especially Inland-specific 

references)



GEOGRAPHIC RESPONSE STRATEGIES

PRESENTATION FROM COOK INLET REGIONAL

CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE



Inland 
Geographic Response 

Strategies



Geographic Response Strategies: 

• Geographic Response Strategies (GRS) are site specific 
response plans tailored to protect sensitive areas threatened 
by an oil spill. GRS are map-based strategies that can save 
time during the critical first few hours of an oil spill response. 
They show responders where sensitive areas are located and 
where to place oil spill protection resources. 



Sensitive Area/ Areas of Public Concern 

Definition

• Environmental

• Recreational

• Economic

• Cultural/Spiritual

• Public works 



Project Objectives and Goals
• Identify anadromous stream crossings along primary and secondary 

crude oil transfer routes.
• Develop basic site information.
• Identify potential response tactics.
• Identify potential staging areas.
• Identify potential landowners/stakeholders in areas of concern. 
• Develop recommendations for small and large response trailer 

inventory.

• Create “E” friendly format for information storage, transfer and use.
• Clearly establish a definition of Sensitive Area and Areas of Concern.
• Identify areas of concern with current GRS development and 

management.
• Develop a process for updating site information. 
• Develop items of discussion for potential future direction of the 

statewide GRS program. 



Project Need

• Response Planning Gap
• State and federal regulations and statutes require a 

contingency plan holder to identify environmentally 
Sensitive Sites and Areas of Public Concern within their 
areas of operation.

• Current state statutes and regulations do not require 
motor vehicles transporting oil to have an approved C-
Plan before or during operation.. 



Strict Liability

• AS 46.03.822
(a)(1) The owner of, and the person having control over, the hazardous 
substance at the time of release or threatened release; this paragraph 
does not apply to a consumer product in consumer use;

(a)(5) Any person who accepts or accepted any hazardous substance, 
other than refined oil for transport to disposal or treatment facilities, 
vessels or sites selected by the person, from which there is a release, or 
a threatened release that causes the incurrence of response costs of a 
hazardous substance. 



Accidents Happen

Mechanical Failure
Wandering Winnebago's
Moose
Weather 
Human Factors





The Catalog of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of 
Anadromous Fishes 
AK-DF&G Sport Fish



Site Locations
Lower Peninsula



Site Locations
Central Peninsula



Basic Site Information
• Stream Width

• Current Speed

• Depth

• Staging Areas

• Site Access

• Culvert Size

• Potential Response Tactics

• Updated Photos

• Vegetation

• Secondary Collection Sites

• Primary  Stakeholders











Possible Winter Information



Response Tactics

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/PPR/star/docs.htm.



Update Response 
Trailer Inventories



Format Goals

Convert to E- Format Smooth transition to GIS Standardized Format and Content

Response Based Planning Based



https://statewide-geoportal-1-soa-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/



Current CI GRS Sites

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/response-resources/grs/













Current Status of GRS Program Statewide

• Lack of Funding.

• Lack of Dedicated Management.

• Low Priority of Approval Process of Pending Sites.

• Lack of Process and Procedures for Stakeholder Updates.

• Site or Tactic Confirmation left to OSRO’s or PRAC’s.

• Consistent and Familiar Tactic Use. 

• Little Control over Development of New Sites (currently estimated 

to be >900 statewide)



Comments/Discussion



LOGISTICS WORKING GROUP

NEXT STEPS



REVIEW OF PARKING LOT ITEMS
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